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PLAN TO ATTEND OUR NEXT MEETING 
Thursday, October 16, 2008 - 7p.m. 

3310 Fairmount St., Park Towers 

Dallas, TX 75201 (Mapsco 45B) - Map on www.CFIRusa.org   
CFIR is co-hosting with Dallas Eagle Forum the 

October meeting  with guest speaker   

 

State Representative Leo Berman of Tyler  
   District 6   Smith County 

    
Representative Berman’s name is not new to us. We know about him because he, 
along with other conservative state legislators, introduced several meaningful 
immigration bills in the 2007 Texas Legislature. He is not a man to give up. He 
is now ready to file bills for the 2009 Legislative Session. The bills that he will 
file will be one that is fashioned after the successful Oklahoma immigration 
legislation, one to challenge in-state tuition, one to tax the money on remittances 
and one to make English the official language of Texas.  
 
Representative Berman was elected to the Texas House of Representatives, 
representing Smith County, District 6 in 1998. He is Chairman of the House 
Committee on Elections. He is a retired Lieutenant Colonel, United States Army, 
and was awarded three Bronze Star Medals, nine Air Medals among other 
decorations throughout his 22 years of service. 
 
He is married to Dr. Lou Ann Berman, and has five children, seven 
grandchildren, and two great grandchildren. 

 Every dues-paying member shares in making a difference!  
Your dues and donations will keep CFIR alive and working. 

 
Keep “The Eyes of  Texas” Focused! 
$25 Individual - $35 Family  
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We were not happy campers that our 
September newsletter was late in being 
delivered to those members who receive it by 
USPS.  

 
CFIR uses a service called Click2Mail that is chosen by 
the USPS to provide printing, stamping, sealing and 
delivery services to the post office. 
 
The email trail with the mailing service shows that they 
delivered the product in their normal time. The post 
office says that their goal is to deliver first class mail in 
one to three days of receiving. (Delivery of this 
newsletter took 15 days). However, there is no 
guarantee. In speaking with the post office, they could 
give us no help in determining why the newsletter was 
delivered so late.  
 
We had no choice but to demand from the contractor a 
complete refund which they, without argument, have 
done.  
 
As to the USPS, I suppose we just have to continue to 
pay postage increases for lack of service. 
 
In accordance with our bylaws, at our Sept. meeting, a 
nominating committee for the officers of CFIR in 2009 
was completed. Those serving will be Chair, Lois Neal, 
Bob Federighi and Ray Currey. The slate will be 
announced at the October meeting and the election will 
take place at our November meeting. Nominations will 
be taken from the floor at the November meeting.  

* * * 
Am I being a Broken Record? 

In the next column you will be reading more about how 
the immigration crackdowns in Arizona and Oklahoma 
have caused more troubles for Texas because they   
stood up for their citizens.  
 
In Texas, the Texas Business Association Lobby and the 
protection actions for illegals  by the Hispanic Caucus 
holds more sway than what is right and lawful. 
  
It is so essential that the 2009 Texas legislature stand up 
and pass legislation that will make Texas a less friendly 
state for illegal immigration to strive in. We know there 

are lawmakers who wanted to pass meaningful 
immigration bills in 2007 and who are ready to do it 
again and we need to be standing behind them. 
 
Folks, it isn’t up to the CFIR officers and the board 
alone. IT IS UP TO YOU to be a part of making Texas a 
very unhappy place for illegal aliens to land. We must 
have your cooperation to make calls and write  to your 
elected officials in Austin. Tell others about the 
upcoming legislation, ask them to take action and then 
provide the information to help them to do so. 
(Information on page 7) Yes, it takes time, but griping 
doesn’t do a thing except fill the airwaves.  
 
CFIR hopes to do more radio advertising, using other 
avenues of advertising to the public and attending 
hearings during the 2009 session. We will need your 
help to make it financially possible. Be sure you are up-
to-date with your membership dues when notified by 
looking at the mailing address side of the newsletter. 
Email recipients of the newsletter you will be notified 
via a hard copy when your membership is due. 
Donations will be needed. 
 
If there is anyway we can help, please call our voice 
mail at 214.261.5373, leave your call back information 
and you will receive a return call as soon as possible.  
 

Am I being a broken record? Then so be it.  

 
* * * 

GOOD NEWS. The most liberal court in the nation, the 
Ninth Circuit (aka the Ninth Circus) has ruled in two 
cases that bodes well for the rule of law and for us. 
 
A three judge panel ruled unanimously that California’s 
law that permits illegal aliens to pay in-state tuition is 
unconstitutional and conflicts with federal law.  The 
news report says “The California ruling will also affect 
many other state and local benefits currently being 
offered to illegal aliens.” 
 
In speaking with a state representative, it is my 
understanding, that in light of this development, several 
Texas lawmakers have crafted a letter to the Texas 
Attorney General asking for his opinion if Texas’ in-
state tuition program is contrary to the Constitution and 
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federal law.  
 
The other ruling of the court was the upholding of the 
Legal Arizona Workers Act. The Act punishes 
businesses that hire illegal aliens and revokes or 
suspends the business licenses of employers who are 
caught knowingly hiring illegals.  
 
Will those Texas legislators who want to protect illegal 
aliens be honest enough to keep these rulings in mind 
when like legislation is filed for the 2009 Texas 
Legislature Session? 
 
Read on and see what has happened to Texas since 
Oklahoma and Arizona decided to protect their citizens  
from the influx of illegal aliens. 
 
But before you do, as we get closer to our national 
election, read the following and be concerned about 
voter fraud. 

Jean Towell, President 

* * * * * 
Rampant Voter Fraud by Illegal Aliens Ignored 

by Government and Media 
Jim Kouri, The Conservative Voice 

A recent study released by the conservative The 
Heritage Foundation think-tank, provides proof that 
illegal aliens and immigrants with green cards are 
committing rampant voter fraud in the United States. 
 
Reports of ineligible persons registering to vote have 
raised concerns about state processes for verifying voter 
registration lists. States usually base voter eligibility on 
the voter's age, US citizenship, mental competence, and 
felon status.  
 
Although individual states run elections, Congress has 
authority to affect the administration of the elections. 
The Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) had set a 
deadline for states to have a statewide voter registration 
list and list verification procedures.  
 
For example, the methods used in seven selected states 
to verify voter eligibility and ensure accuracy of voter 

registration lists were varied and include relying on 
registrant self attestation, return mailings, and checking 
against lists of felony convictions or deceased 
individuals. Some states, for instance, failed to do any 
more than ask on their application forms if the registrant 
was a US citizen. The applicant will merely check off 
the "Yes" box, but there is no action to verify the 
authenticity of that answer. 
 
"The voter registration officials simply take the word of 
the registrant with no follow-up," said conservative 
political strategist Michael Baker. 
 
"Some states that require some backup documentation 
merely ask for a utility bill or a driver's license -- 
neither of which prove citizenship. In other words, legal 
or illegal aliens can easily register to vote in local and 
national elections," warns Baker. 
 
According to a Congressional study of voter fraud, 
other challenges such as identifying duplicate 
registrations in other states or having insufficient 
information to match other data sources with voter 
registration lists may continue to be issues.  
< http://www,gao.gov/htext/d05478.html > 
 
While federal data sources have the potential to help 
state election officials identify registrants who may be 
convicted felons or non-citizens, few states 
communicate with federal agencies such as the 
Homeland Security Department's immigration section. 
 
Many government officials -- mostly liberals -- claim 
that illegal aliens voting is not a major problem, 
conservative activists respond that while the potential 
number identified may be small, an election can be 
decided by a few votes. In 2004, the presidential race 
between Democrat Al Gore and Republican George W. 
Bush was decided by a few hundred votes in Florida. 
"While the news media perpetuated the assertion that 
Bush and the GOP 'stole' the election, it could very well 
have been illegal aliens voting in Florida that made the 
outcome so close," said former NYPD cop, now 
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security firm owner, Sid Francis.  
To read the rest of the story go to 

http://www.theconservativevoice.com/article/33818.html 
 

 * * * * * 
 NEWS ABOUT TEXAS 

 
INVASION USA 

WorldNetDaily Exclusive 
Chelsea Schilling 

 
♦ Guess what happens to violent crime when illegals 

invade? 
♦ Aliens flee strict immigration policies for friendlier 

Lone Star State 
♦ While illegal aliens flee strict immigration 

enforcement policies in several states and settle in 
Texas, the state's budget is suffering and violent 
crime, soaring. 

 
News reports indicate a flood of illegal aliens is coming 
from states such as Arizona and Oklahoma – where 
immigration crackdowns have made life more difficult 
for them. In the meantime, Texas' violent crime rates 
have taken a turn for the worse. 
 
WND researched FBI crime statistics from years 
2006 to 2007 for 29 of Texas' largest cities with 
populations of more than 100,000. The 
Preliminary Annual Uniform Crime Report reveals two 
of the state's well-known sanctuary cities with "don't-ask-
don't-tell" policies, Houston and Austin, have surging 
violent crime rates. Houston experienced an additional 
314 violent crimes in 2007 compared with 2006 figures. 
Austin had 213 more violent crimes reported to law 
enforcement than the previous year. 
 
According to the stats, overall, the 29 most populous 
Texas cities had 1,083 more violent crimes committed in 
2007 than in 2006. While arrest records usually do not 
indicate suspect citizenship status, the crime trend 
matches a migration wave of illegal aliens coming from 
locations such as Arizona and Oklahoma – states with 
strict immigration enforcement policies and declining 
violent crime rates. 
_________ 
  

Continuation of report from WorldNet Daily 
 

Impact of illegal immigration on Texas 
The Center for Immigration Studies estimates more than 
1.7 million illegal aliens live in Texas. The state has a 

reputation for welcoming illegals, and it has not passed a 
law targeting employers who hire them. 
Ortiz, a Mexican illegal alien, told the Associated Press 
he recently left Phoenix to find employment in Houston. 
"Here, they let you work," he said. "Over there, they 
won't. There is a lot of racism, but here there isn't – it's 
better." 
Between 8 percent and 9 percent of the Texas workforce 
is composed of illegal aliens – many who perform 
agriculture, restaurant and construction jobs. Critics say 
cracking down on employers who hire illegals could 
seriously hurt the state economy. 
 
However, according to the Federation for American 
Immigration Reform, or FAIR, 44 percent of Texas' 
illegals use welfare programs including food stamps and 
Medicaid, while 70 percent are uninsured. It estimates the 
combined costs of education ($4 billion), medical care 
($520 million) and incarceration ($150 million) of illegal 
aliens in Texas to be $4.7 billion each year. 

 
While the uncompensated cost of incarcerating 
illegal aliens in Texas' state and county prisons 
amounts to about $150 million a year, it does not 
include local jail detention costs or related law 

enforcement and judicial expenditures or the monetary 
costs of crimes that led to their incarceration. 
 
The Texas migration is not likely to subside soon, experts 
say. FAIR estimates, "Without any change in 
immigration policy or enforcement, i.e., with the current 
trend in large-scale legal and illegal immigration, the 
state's population is likely to increase from today's about 
23 million residents to around 41 to 43 million persons in 
2050."  

* * * * * 
CHIP Perinatal Program  

 Facts from our Meeting with  

State Representative 

Jodie Laubenberg 

The Perinatal Program was first authorized by Senate Bill 
1, Rider 70 (79th Legislature, Regular 
Session, 2005) to expend funds to provide 
unborn child health benefit coverage under 
CHIP. 
  
♦ The purpose of the program was to 



5 

 

extend CHIP services to unborn children of non-
Medicaid eligible women up to 200% FPL who are 
ineligible due to income or immigration status. 

  
♦ The program began to be implemented in 2007.  In 

its first month, 1,133 individuals enrolled in the 
program and increased to over 50,000 recipients per 
month in the first year. Since the 80th Legislature 
appropriations, that enrollment has hovered between 
57 and 60, 000 recipients per month. 

  
♦ The Perinatal program is state-funded and receives 

federal matching funds. 
 
♦ Appropriations for the 2008-9 Biennium: $698.5 

million 
  
♦ Appropriations Goal Targets: by 2009,  101,977 

perinatal recipients every month (emphasis editor) 
 
Parkland Information 

 ER: the Federal Government reimbursed states over 
$250 million in 2006 to pay for ER services provided to 
people without immigration papers.  Texas received 
about $47 million of this. 
 
Parkland in 2006 delivered about 11,500 babies whose 
mothers were likely illegal aliens.  This represents about 
56% of the babies birthed at Parkland that year. 
  
Since a 2002 amendment to federal rules, because babies 
born in the U.S. are automatically citizens, federal 
Medicaid pays for the actual births. 
 
 In 2004, Parkland spent $70.7 million delivering babies 
(about 40% from Dallas Taxes), and ended with a $7.9 
million surplus in obstetrics. 

 
 

* * * * * 

Texas Republicans ask AG for Opinion on 

State's Power over Illegal Immigration  
 August 20, 2008 - Associated Press 

AUSTIN — Two Republican state lawmakers have 
asked the Texas attorney general how far the state can go 
in dealing with illegal immigration, from yanking 
licenses for businesses to banning cities from enacting 
“sanctuary” ordinances. 

 On Tuesday, Rep. Frank Corte of San Antonio and Sen. 
Dan Patrick of Houston asked Attorney General Greg 
Abbott for a legal opinion on the issues, hinting at a 
possible flare-up over immigration issues in the 2009 
legislative session, which begins in January. 
  

* * * * * 

 

 NATION  

 

THE ECONOMY 

Immigration slows in Face of 

 Economic Downturn 

Excerpts from the Wall Street Journal  
 September 23, 2008 

 
According to preliminary analysis of the data, the Pew 
Hispanic Center estimates that annual arrivals from 
Mexico and Central America are down as much as 50% 
this year relative to 2007, to fewer than 150,000 and 
75,000 a year respectively. Undocumented immigrants 
represent about 80% of all Latin American who have 
arrived in the U.S. in the past decade.  
 
“It could be the case that there are more people leaving 
than coming,” says Jeff Passel, a demographer at the 
Pew Hispanic Center, an independent think tank in 
Washington. 
 
For immigrants already here, the picture is bleak: The 
Census Bureau reported last month that the income of 
households headed by a foreigner who is also not a U.S. 
citizen dropped 7.3% compared with a 4.1% rise 
between 200t and 2006. Preliminary analysis by Pew 
Hispanic Center researchers indicates that Hispanic 
households have suffered an even greater decrease in 
income between 2006 and 2007. 

* * * * * 
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Dallas Morning News 
September 23, 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* * * * * 
 

NEWS BITS 

Catholic Bishop Urges Anarchy 

Moves to Subvert Law Enforcement 
 Lou Dobbs: “Lou Dobbs Tonight / CNN -- August 21 

 
 Dobbs: “The Catholic Church in this country is one of 
the strongest and the most outspoken advocates -- that is 
the Council of Bishops is the strongest advocate for open 
borders and amnesty for illegal aliens. Tonight  
a Catholic bishop in Rhode Island is not only calling for 
an end to immigration enforcement. He's calling for 
federal agents to have the right not to enforce the law.”  

* * *  
National Assoc. of Former Border Patrol Officers 

http://www.nafbpo.org 
 

El Heraldo  (Tegucigalpa, Honduras)  8/15/08 
According to a consular assistance report, Mexican 
police officials kidnap Honduran, Guatemalan and 
Salvadoran migrants and then ask their relatives in the 
United States for ransom. State and city police, mainly in 
Veracruz, carry out those detentions of Central 
Americans en route to the U.S.; an extortion by 
telephone then follows for amounts ranging from 5 
thousand to 50 thousand Mexican pesos. The detainees 
are held in houses and are not fed. 

 

* * * * * 

Time for a Little Humor 
 

Demographics of American Newspapers 

 
1. The Wall Street Journal is read by the people who run 
the country. 
 
2. The Washington Post is read by people who think they 
run the country. 
 
3. The New York Times is read by people who think 
they should run the country and who are very good at 
crossword puzzles. 
 
4. USA Today is read by people who think they ought to 
run the country but don't really understand The New 
York Times. They do, however, like their statistics 
shown in pie charts. 
 
5. The Los Angeles Times is read by people who 
wouldn't mind  running the country -- if they could find 
the time -- and if they didn't have to leave  Southern 
California to do it. 
 
6. The Boston Globe is read by people whose parents 
used to run the country and did a poor job of it, thank 
you very much. 
 
7. The New York Daily News is read by people who 
aren't too sure who is running the country and don't 
really care as long as they can get a seat on the train. 
 
8. The New York Post is read by people who don't care 
who is running the country as long as they do something 
really scandalous, preferably while intoxicated. 
 
9. The Miami Herald is read by people who are running 
from another country but need the baseball scores. 
 
10. The San Francisco Chronicle is read by people who 
aren't sure if there is a country or that anyone is actually 
running it, but if so,  they oppose all that they stand for. 
 There are occasional exceptions if the leaders are 
handicapped minority feminists atheist gay dwarfs who 
also happen to be illegal aliens from any another country 
or galaxy, provided of course, that they are not 
Republicans. 
 
11. The National Enquirer is read by people trapped in 
line at the grocery store. 
 
12. The Seattle Times and Nashville Tennessean are read 
by people who have recently caught a fish and need 
something to wrap it in.  
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HOW TO BE INVOLVED IN GOVERNMENT 

Compiled by Barbara Luce 

  
1. Be Educated:  
♦ Congress: www.house.gov and www.senate.gov  
♦ Congressional legislation, addresses and telephone 

of all Members, committee assignments, bill 
information, roll call votes: http://clerk.house.gov  

♦ Detail and summaries of all bills: Library of 
Congress, www.thomas.loc.gov  

♦ Texas legislation: www.capitol.state.tx.us  
 
 2. Express your opinion by mail, by telephone, by 

email or by attending meetings.  

 
3. Be Responsible: Know how the House and 

Senate Members vote and hold them accountable:  

♦ House Members: http://clerk.house.gov, click on 
“Roll”  

♦ Senate Members: www.senate.gov, click on 
“Record Votes”  

♦ Texas: www.capitol.state.tx.us, click on “Vote 
Information.” Currently Texas does not require 
many recorded votes.  

 
4. Know your current elected official:  
♦ Texas Legislature Online: www.capitol.state.tx.us; 

at the “Who represents Me?” section enter your 
address.  

♦ If you live in a split district go to www.house.gov 
and enter your 5 digit zip code plus 4 digits at the 
“Find Your Representative” search box. Your last 
4 digits can be found at www.usps.gov.  

♦ Meet your elected officials at senatorial and state 
conventions, at campaign events and at group or 
club meetings.  

 
 * * * * * 

 

 
Federal Directory 

 
White House - 202-456-1414 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington D.C. 20500 
President Bush’s Comment Line - 202.456.1111 

Email address - President@whitehouse. 
 

 Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 

Local: 214.361.3500 
D.C.    202.224.5922 
Fax: 214.361.3502 

http://www.hutchison.senate.gov  
 Senator John Cornyn 

Local: 972.239.1310 
D.C. 202.224.2934 
Fax: 972.239.2110 

http://www.cornyn.senate.gov  
 Congressional Switchboard—1-866-340-9281    

  
Texas Directory 

Governor Perry’s Comment Line—1.800.252.9600 
P.O. Box 12428, Austin TX 78711—512.463.2000 
Fax 512.463.1849—http://www.governor.state.tx.us  

 Senate  
PO Box -12068 Capitol Station - Austin TX 78711  

512.473.0100 - Fax 512.463.0695 - 
http://www.senate.tx.us 

 
 House  

P.O. Box 2910 - Austin, TX 78768-2910 
512-463-0845 - Fax: 512.463.5896   

http://www.house.tx.us  
 

* * * * * 
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